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merchants, according as circumstances offered. They camd
with trinkets, beads and baubles, which they sold at a high
price to the in experienced and unwary Greeks ; and they thus
gained opportunities of kidnapping their boys and girls, whom
they turned to good account in the Asiatic  slave-markets,   or
who were redeemed at heavy ransoms by their parents and
countrymen. A most faithful and lively picture of the state
of society in these respects is drawn by the Greek bard him-
self in the narrative which he makes Buraxus relate of his
birth and early adventures/11
It would thus appear that they became worse pests In
Western Asia and Southern Europe than they had been in
Sapta-SIndhu, It was no wonder, therefore, that the God Baal,
whom the Phoenicians worshipped came to be looked upon by
the Vedic Aryans as a dark malevolent deity like Vftra, for
it was natural to believe that the character of the votaries of
a particular God was moulded and influenced by that of the
God himself.
The name of Ouranus which was also applied to Baal by
the Phoenicians is, as we have said, clearly traceable to the
Vedic Var&na ; and this name represented one of the oldest
gods of the Aryans, being an Aditya or Sun*god, though
more correctly speaking, the Sun of Night, and also the Lord
of the Ocean. The worship of Baal was introduced by the
Paws into their first settlement on the coasts of the Persian
Gulf, where also it became a principal deity among the
ancient Babylonians and Assyrians,
" In religious doctrine they were more receptive than
productive......Instead of continuing through free speculation
what is understood, or impressing an Idiosyncratic national
stamp on what was foreign, they reduced the fundamental
elements to a complicated convolution of Ideass devoid of
clear forms or ethical foundations* As their life was so
permeated with the mercantile spirit, they placed their divini*
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